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even was nigh when he sat down to supper with
his apostles.* This cave is in the hands of the
Catholics; and though containing nothing worth
the pains of taking away, is guarded by an iron-
plated door, and a lock of such security, that
even to remove the piece which covers the large
key-hole, a smaller key is used in a preparatory
lock attached to the greater one. The man who
conducted us through this grotto was very much
intoxicated ; and all impressions of solemnity
having been overcome either by the fumes of
wine, or by the habit of showing the place to
strangers, he did not scruple to utter the most
profane jests on the sublime mystery for which
this scene was celebrated.
We ,went from hence to the spot in which are
enclosed eight olive-trees, built up about the
roots, and thought to have existed in the time of
Jesus, " so that the olives, and olive-stones, and
oyl, which they produced, became,5* as Maund-
rell quaintly observes, ** an excellent commodity
in Spain." But the proof which he offers of
their not being so ancient as is pretended (not-
withstanding the difference of rent spoken of by
Chateaubriandt, which proves only that the Turks
tkink them to be as old as their conquest of the
* St. Matthew, xxvi. 20.
f Chateaubriand, vol. ii. p, 39.
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